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SUB J : DEVELOPMENTS IN ROK POLICY ON REUNIFICATION 

SUMMARY: ROKG ACKNOWLEDGES THAT REUNIFICATION IS A MATTER FOR 
FUTURE GENERATIONS. PRESIDENT PAK URGES STRONGER PUBLIC INFORMA- 
TION PROGRAM, TO REFLECT CONTINUING OFFICIAL INTEREST, BUT GENERAL 
PUBLIC APPEARS TO REGARD SUBJECT AS ACADEMIC QUESTION. WHILE 
THEORETICAL INTEREST REMAINS, REUNIFICATION SEEMS TO HAVE LOST 
ITS IMPORTANCE AS A CURRENT FACTOR IN ROK FOREIGN POLICY DECI- 
SIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING PRESIDENT PAK'S ANNUAL INSPECTION VISIT TO THE NATIONAL 
UNIFICATION BOARD, FEBRUARY 9, MINISTER OF NATIONAL UNIFICATION 
YI YONG-HUI SAID IN HIS FORMAL BRIEFING THAT. GIVEN NORTH KOREAN 
POLICIES, THE PROSPECTS FOR TERRITORIAL UNIFICATION ARE NOT BRIGHT, 
AND IT IS NOW NECESSARY TO PREPARE FOR THE EVENTUALITY THAT UNI 
FICATION MAY BE DELAYED TO THE NEXT GENERATION. PRESIDENT PAK, 
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IN HIS STATEMENT, ACKNOWLEDGED THE UNCERTAIN PROSPECTS FOR 
ACTUAL UNIFICATION, AND STRESSED THE STATUS OF THE ROK AS THE 
LEGITIMATE HEIR TO THE KOREAN HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL TRADITION. 

HE ALSO DIRECTED THE BOARD TO INITIATE A MORE ACTIVE INFORMATION 
PROGRAM AIMED AT EDUCATING THE GENERAL PUBLIC ON UNIFICATION 
POLICY. 
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2. DISCUSSING THIS EXCHANGE WITH AN EMBASSY OFFICER, 

DIRECTOR HAN YONG-CHOL OF THE REUNIFICATION BOARD POLICY RESEARCH 
OFFICE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT MINISTER YI'S COMMENT ABOUT LEAVING 
THE MATTER TO FUTURE GENERATIONS WENT BEYOND PREVIOUS ROKG STATEMENTS 
ON THE SUBIECT. HAN SAID, HOWEVER, THAT YI WAS IN FACT ONLY 
STATING WHAT PRACTICALLY ALL KOREANS HAVE BELIEVED FOR SOME TIME. 

HE ADDED THAT IN HIS VIEW VERY FEW KOREANS REALLY THINK MUCH 
ABOUT REUNIFICATION, REGARDING IT AS SO REMOTE A PROSPECT 
AS TO HAVE NO REAL IMPORTANCE FOR MOST. PRESIDENT PAK'S CALL FOR 
AN INTENSIFIED PUBLIC INFORMATION PROGRAM, HAN ATTRIBUTED TO 
THE POLITICAL NEED, IN AN ELECTION YEAR, TO DEMONSTRATE THE GOVERN- 
MENT'S CONTINUED INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT. 

3. AS FOR PAK'S COMMENTS ON LEGITIMACY. HAN NOTED THAT 

THERE WAS AN APPARENT CONTRADITION BETWEEN PAK'S VIEW AND THE 
CONCEPT OF JOINT ADMISSION TO THE UN. HAN STRESSED. HOWEVER. 

THAT PARALLEL STATUS IN THE UN WAS OFFICIALLY VIEWED AS AN 
INTERIM MEASURE TO PRESERVE PEACE ON THE PENINSULA, AND SHOULD 
NOT BE REGARDED AS CONSTITUTING RECOGNITION OF THE NORTH KOREAN 
GOVERNMENT AS A PERMANENT LEGITIMATE ENTITY. 

4. HAN'S ESTIMATE OF PUBLIC ATTITUDES ON THIS ISSUE COINCIDES 
CLOSELY WITH OTHER EMBASSY OBSERVATIONS. THERE HAVE BEEN SOME 
EDITORIALS ON THE FEBRUARY 9 EXCHANGE, GENERALLY SUPPORTING 
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED. THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED NO WORK OF ANY 
STATEMENTS BY POLITICAL FIGURES OR PARTIES ON THE SUBJECT, NOR 
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HAS MUCH INTEREST BEEN EXPRESSED IN PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS. 

5. THE VIEW THAT REUNIFICATION IS A MATTER FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 
WAS EXPRESSED PUBLICLY LAST FALL IN SOME SEMINARS ORGANIZED BY 
THE REUNIFICATION BOARD. IT HAS BEEN CRITICIZED IN RECENT WEEKS 

BY PYONGYANG, BUT THE REACTION IN THE ROK HAS GENERALLY BEEN AC- 
QUIESCENT. MOST COMMENTARY LAST FALL AND THIS YEAR HAS FOCUSSED 
ON THE INCREASING SOCIAL DIVERGENCIES BETWEEN THE TWO PARTS OF 
KOREA AS A FURTHER BARRIER TO ULTIMATE REUNIFCATION. 

6. ALTHOUGH THE IDEA OF EARLY REUNIFICATION WAS ONCE AN 
ARTICLE OF FAITH FOR THE ROKG, THE KOREAN WAR AND THE NEARLY 
TOTAL ABSENCE OF CONTACT SINCE THAT TIME HAVE MEANT THAT A NEW 
GENERATION OF KOREANS HAS GROWN UP WITHOUT TIES TO THE NORTH. 

THE REUNIFICATION ISSUE, THEREFORE, HAS NOT RETAINED THE EMOTIONAL 
IMPORTANCE FOR KOREANS THAT IT SEEMS TO HAVE HAD, FOR INSTANCE, 

FOR THE GERMANS. KOREANS, ASKED ABOUT REUNIFICATION THESE DAYS, 

TEND TO SWITCH THE SUBJECT TO RELATIONS WITH THE US WHICH THEY 
REGARD AS A MUCH MORE IMPORTANT ISSUE. THUS, WHILE THE UNIFI- 
CATION CONCEPT RETAINS STANDING AS AN IDEAL, IT APPEARS TO HAVE 
LOST ITS IMPORTANCE AS A POLITICAL ISSUE, AND IS PROBABLY NO 
LONGER A MAJOR CURRENT FACTOR IN ROK FOREIGN POLICY DECISIONS. 
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